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Introduction 


Embroidery is decorative needlework, traditionally practiced to embellish any material with well-defined patterns 
and designs. The beauty of the embroidery work lies in the artisan’s choice of designs, the colour combination of 
threads, and the appropriate stitching style with needles. The hand embroidering is made up of combinations of 
stitches, where each presents variations of the basic stitching namely straight, back, feather, knotted, buttonhole, 
couching stitches, etc., hence holding their own identity. Here while few stitches are used for outline work, others 
are largely applied for filling up a certain column of areas. The authentic art of hand embroidery is painstaking, as 
it takes hours of dedicated efforts, but with the technological advancements now, today garments are often set 
through machine embroidery giving many delicate stitches. The thread being an important feature of embroi- 
dery and decides the style of the final product, the market broadly serves numerous variations of threads and 
hence different types of it are preferred for different kinds of embroidery. Fabrics selected for embroidery usually 
possess smooth surface and tightly woven fibers, so that it can be ironed and stretched over a hoop for detailed 
thread works. This kind of craft has been passed to generations from local artisans and hence the people derived 
different forms of work at domestic platforms, and also the styles of embroidering vary from place to place and 
even village to village. Hence they enjoy different names at different locations. Embroidery works are often used 
to decorate clothing, accessories, utility products like handbags, wallets, laptop bags, footwear, etc. and house- 
hold furnishing materials like table linens, tray clothes, towels, and bedding. 


Tirumala Garments Training Center based in Gurmatakal, Karnataka is a skill development center approved by the 
Government of Karnataka. The center employs several staff from the locality. They are supervised and guided by 
senior artisans with more than 8 years of experience in the field. Various kinds of embroidery works are under- 
taken here, each incorporating different varieties of threads chosen upon the intended output. 
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ae : Tirumala Garments Training Center, Gurmatakal, is a A senior artisan with mastery of Handloom embroidery. 
i ee ; skill development center approved by the Government 
of Karnataka. 
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A group of artisans from the sewing machine training center. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The following are the tools and raw materials used for Hand Embroidery: 

* Thread: Cotton, silk, or any other thread of various colours are used in embroidery. 
¢ Fabric: Cotton, silk, or any other fabric is used in embroidery. 

* Needles: Various sizes and types of needles are used as required. 

* Carbon paper: Helpful to transfer designs onto the selected fabric. 


* Hoops: A clamping device used to hold the fabric tight for embroidery. 


An artisan using a carbon sheet for tracing the 
embroidery design. 


A green colour thread mounted over the embroidery 
sewing machine. 
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https://dsource.in/resource/hand-embroidery- A yellow colour frame hoop is used by the artisans to fix An artisan using a small scissor for cutting waste or 
yadgiri/tools-and-raw-materials the fabric tight for embroidery stitching. extra cloth. 
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A scissor is used for cutting embroidery cloth. Zigzag sewing machine used to stitch patterns over the 
fabric. 
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Hand Embroidery - Yadgiri 
A Type of Hand Stitching To start with, the required size of the fabric is selected and cut according to the intended measurement. Once the 
by cutting is done, stencil designs are often transferred onto the fabric with the help of carbon paper. Here the car- 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. bon paper is placed over the fabric keeping the carbon side down and then a tracing stencil paper carrying floral 
NID Campus, Bengaluru or any other intriguing designs are kept above them to trace out sketches with a pencil or pen. Once the designs 


are traced, the fabric is tightly set on a wooden hoop to hold the fabric firm. Now needle and colorful threads are 
put into use to start the stitching process. Here the thread can be of silk, cotton, linen, wool, gold, or silver. The 
artisan takes care that the embroidery stitch starts with a backstitch. Here the style of stitching differs as per the 
area taken to stitch at the moment, when chain stitch is used for borders, satin stitches are preferred for filling 
up the internal areas of the design. The chain stitch involves a process where a needle is firstly brought from the 
back of the fabric bringing it upwards, the needle is again put to the same hole and brought out upwards at some 
other point to make lengths of stitches. Here the artisan holds a portion of the thread at the back end, to make a 
dense mesh exclusive to embroidery work. These steps are repeated again and again to make chain loops. Once 
the border part is done, running stitch, satin stitch, and couching stem stitching are chosen to fill up other areas. 
These forms make long straight stitches placed close to each other to make visibly pleasing patterns. 
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An artisan placing a white cloth inside the frame. A design is traced over the white fabric with a pencil. 
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3a. Hand Embroidery 
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The carbon copy design ready for hand embroidery. 
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The artisan starting the hand embroidery design with a 
threaded needle. 
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The artisan embroidering, the traced design with a green colour thread. 
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The hand embroidery work is about to complete, now 
the artisan advancing to the final stage. 


3a. Hand Embroidery 


The artisan stitching out a flower petal design using a A glimpse of the final hand embroidered flower design. 
red colour thread. 
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Hand Embroidery - Yadgiri 
A Type of Hand Stitching With the advent of technological progress in textile work, embroidery work has also turned machine-driven. The 
by process starts with the digitization of designs, where an intended design pattern is electronically loaded or creat- 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. ed over a software. This is then understood by a machine working on software. After that, an appropriate fabric 
NID Campus, Bengaluru is set on the machine frame, so that the rest is taken care of by the electrified machine itself, and the artisan has 


to just monitor the process and make sure that no disordering is occurring. Here the machine generates the fed 
design onto the fabric with the help of single or multiple needles moving at the same time. 
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The Artisan setup the cloth for embroidering. 
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The selected cloth is being placed carefully over the The craftsman starting to stitch leaf embroidery 
work area before starting with the stitching process. designs with green coloured thread using the displayed 
tailoring machine. 
3b. Machine Embroidery At 


The artisan carefully working on the embroidery design Steps involved in the embroidery stitching. 
work. 
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Artisan using a red colour fabric to make a bird shape. Artisan doing the bird art design in a step-by-step 
process. 


3b. Machine Embroidery 


The final machine embroidery design work. 
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Products 
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Hand embroidery is often used to decorate products like handkerchiefs, saris, dress materials, household fur- 
nishings like table linens, tray clothes, towels, bedsheets, covers, and curtains, also utility products like handbags, 
wallets, laptop bags, footwear, accessories, etc. 


A carefully done flower design and cord line embroidery, 
both appear in the picture. 
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A beautifully embroidered design with red, yellow, 
purple, and green colour strings are placed for display. 
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Pink colour flower with many flower buds attached, 
beautifully finished in embroidery stitches. 
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Hand Embroidery - Yadgiri 

A Type of Hand Stitching This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda at NID, Bengaluru. 
b 

ae Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


NID Campus, Bengaluru : . : . . . 
P 6 You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Mahadevamma and Triveeni Mitti 
Narayanpur Street, Near Bhavani Temple, 
Gurumitkal, Yadgir Dt. Karnataka.India 


Source: ; Mobile: 9980779212 / 9739350022 
https://dsource.in/resource/hand-embroidery- 
yadgiri/contact-details Helpdesk Details: 


Co-ordinator 
Project e-kalpa 
1. Introduction R & D Campus 
2. Tools and Raw Materials National Institute of Design 
3 Making megenes #12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
y Bengaluru 560 022 


4. Products jadi 
5. Video 
6. Contact Details Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 


Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


